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Educational Problems of Women in 

India  

Source: Azad India Foundation 

In the report of the committee appointed by 

the National Council for Women’s Education 

it was emphatically stated that what was 

needed to convert the equality of women 

from de jure to be facto status was 

widespread education for girls and women 

and a re-education of men and women to 

accept new and scientific attitudes towards 

each other and to themselves. 

 

 A changing society and a developing economy can not make any headway if education, 

which is one of the important agents affecting the norms of morality and culture, 

remains in the hand of traditionalists who subscribe to a fragmented view of the 

country’s and the world’s heritage. 

 

 The differences between the positions of men and women in society will not lessen; 

leave aside disappear, as long as there are differences between the education of men 

and women. Inadequate education or no education is the most important factor 

contributing to the backwardness of our masses, especially our womenfolk. This gap 

which exists between the literacy rates of the two sexes also exists between the 

enrolment of girls and boys at all levels of education. Right from the primary school to 

the university, we find that the number of girl students is considerable lower than the 

number of boy students.  

 

According to Article 45 of the Constitution, universal compulsory and free education 

until the age of 14 was to be achieved by the year 1960. Looking at the present 

condition of primary education in villages, it seems doubtful that 100 per cent 

enrolment of girls can be achieved by the end of this century.  
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There is no doubt that we have made great headway in the education of women in the 

last century. It is unfortunately true of our society that children are sent to school not 

according to their intelligence or aptitude but according to their sex. Such attitudes 

need to be changed without further delay if we want to achieve 100 per cent enrolment 

of the primary school-going children. Although the disparity between the enrolment of 

girls and boys has been lessening in the urban areas, the gap between their enrolments 

is still very wide specially in rural areas.  

 

 


